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August 8, 2014
Dear Parents & Students, 


I would like to welcome you to seventh grade Science at Rose Park Math & Science Magnet School.  I am very excited about this school year and hope that you are, also. Your child will find that I am a tough, but fair, teacher who has planned an exciting and productive rest of the school year. I would like to thank you in advance your patience, understanding, and support during this school year. I ensure you that my main goals are to teach science content to your child in a meaningful way, to prepare them for the state assessments (TCAP) and the 8th grade. I can only be successful at these with your support and partnership. Please understand that misbehavior isn’t an option and it will put learning in jeopardy. 

My particular style of teaching is based on three things:  setting high expectations for EVERY student, showing respect for all students and expecting respect in return, and last, but certainly not least, parental involvement.  It is my belief that when parents and teachers work together a student can accomplish anything.

To help your child succeed in my science class, there are some things you can do:

· PROGRESS REPORTS- Ask your student to see their progress reports every three weeks.  If your student has missing work or low test or quiz grades I will notify it.  These progress reports should be signed and returned to school with the student.

· STUDY AT HOME- Make sure that your students studies science each night for at least 20 minutes.  We will take quizzes and there will be Unit Assessments at the end of the 9 weeks.  I plan to send home study packets prior to each assessment.

· ENCOURAGE- Encourage your student to ask questions in class and come in for extra help when they need it.  I am available after school.  Students need to sign up before coming in for tutoring to make sure there isn’t a schedule conflict.  Also, praise them for doing well…they deserve it!

· ASK THEM WHAT THEY LEARNED- Have your student explain what they learned in class each day.  This simple routine will help them review and find holes in their understanding.

· CLASS WEBSITE- Please check Ms. Porter’s class website on a weekly basis. It will have important announcements, content review assignments, lessons plans, and important links and documents to keep you up-to-date on what’s happening in my class.

· REVIEW EXPECTATION AND PROCEDURE PACKET- Your student received an expectation and procedure packet on the first day we met.  Go over it with your student to make sure they understand what is expected of them.

The following packet is designed to help me inform you of classroom procedures and policies.  Some papers need to be filled out and/or signed.  I would appreciate it if you could return them as soon as possible.


If you ever have any questions please feel free to contact me here at school or by email.  My email address is karhonda.porter@mnps.org.  My website is http://portersciencerosepark.weebly.com/
Conference Period- M-Fri- 9:05-10:00am- BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Phone- 615-291-6405 ext. 1258
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Each day, you will enter the classroom, be seated, and begin your bell work as soon as the bell rings (feel free to start early).  Bell work is typically a short assignment on the overhead projector/ chalkboard/desks. It typically includes brain teasers and/or practice test questions.

Supplies
You are expected to bring the following to class every day:

1. Green Folder
2. Pens/ Pencils
3. Good attitude
CLASSWORK  

Class work is to be completed in class; it is due the day it is assigned- unless permitted.  

Content Review Assignments  

Content Review Assignments will be assigned as needed.  Students are expected to complete any classwork, not completed in class at home—when permitted.

QUIZZES/TESTS  
Quizzes will be given to assess individual standards.

All tests are cumulative and will cover all previously taught material.  Tests may consist of multiple choice, matching, fill in the blank, or essay.

FOLDERS/SPIRALS  

Students will be expected to keep a green folder in which they will keep warm-ups, handouts and lab assignments.  Warm-ups and labs sheets will be fastened in the center brackets, and some completed assignments will be placed in the pockets.  Interactive notebooks are used for class notes as well as for other activities where the student will be asked to express his/her own ideas and process the information presented in class.  
PROJECTS  
We will complete many projects in Science this year.  Most projects are completed in groups with requirements being shared and then presented to the class.  It is very important that students work together in order to complete group projects when required. Each student will be held accountable and assessed for certain tasks within the project.

Tardies-    Enforced according to school policy.  You are expected to be in class on time. If you are tardy, sign in on the clipboard near the door and get to your seat as quietly as possible. 

Bathroom breaks
Bathroom breaks are a privilege - Violating this privilege by going somewhere other than the restroom, being noisy in the hallway, or taking an unreasonable amount of time will result in a restriction on use of facilities. Each student will be given 4 restroom passes a quarter. 
Students w/ special circumstances regarding bathroom breaks must provide a doctor’s note.
Student movement

Please refrain from moving about the room once instructional time has started. You must ask permission to use the restroom or move about the room once the class has started.
Participation

Everyone is expected to participate in class.  This includes answering questions, participating in labs, group activities, and anything else in class.
· Listen quietly and respectfully while Ms. Porter and/or another student is talking.

· When asking a question, raise your hand and quietly wait to be called upon.
Class Dismissal
Class is dismissed by the teacher, not a bell.  
The class will be dismissed when all students are seated and quiet.  

Classroom Guidelines

*If we have a visitor or the teacher must take a telephone call, continue with your work unless otherwise directed. If you hear the intercom, stop what you are doing and listen for instructions. 

*Keep your work area clean. 

* If a substitute teacher is present, behave just as you would with your regular teacher. If a note from the substitute lists your name as someone who was not respectful of the learning environment in any way, you will have a special lunch detention with the teacher for several days. Parents will be contacted. 

* Always do your own work. Working together is about sharing what you think and listening to what your partner or other group members think, not just ‘giving the answer’. 

*BYOT (technology) devices will only be used for instructional purposes when directed by the teacher. 

*It is ok to bring water to class. You will need to keep it put away on lab days. No food. Gum is ok as long as I do not see or hear it. 

Late Work-  Enforced according to school policy.  

Absences & Make-up Work

Anything you missed or that you need to do will be detailed in the “Lessons” tab on Ms. Porter’s website.  Extra handouts will be posted on the website and in the classroom. If you know that your child will be missing days ahead of time, let me know and I will try and get their assignments together.   Please, remember it is very important you’re your child be at school; they will be more successful with fewer absences.
Grading Policy
Average of scores from classwork, content review, quizzes, tests, spirals, lab assignments, and projects will determine grades.  Please note that not everything will be given a number grade.  Report cards and progress reports will be sent home according to the dates on the school calendar.  The grading scale is as follows:

93-100
A

85- 92

B

75- 84

C

70- 74

D

69-  0

F
Quarter grades consist of:

· Quizzes/Assessments- Worth 3x’s

· Labs- Worth 2x’s

· Classwork- Worth 1x’s

First semester grades are a combination of your first quarter grade, second quarter grade. 

Second semester grades are a combination of your third quarter grade, fourth quarter grade, and TCAP score. 

Students desiring a recommendation for honors- Physical Science class should strive for an A. Grades and effort are both important factors. 
Retake Policy- (Quiz & Tests)
Students who fail a test will be allowed one retake if the first attempt was below 80%, however, the student MUST follow the retake policy set by Ms. Porter.

Classroom Rules
1. Observe safety rules. 

2. Be respectful of people and property.
3. Be on time and bring proper materials/assignments.

4. Maintain academic honesty and integrity.

5. Use appropriate language.

7th & 8th Grade EXPECTATIONS  
1.  Be responsible in all situations
2.  Be respectful of other people and their stuff
3. Be ready to work when class begins

CONSEQUENCES  (If you choose to break the rules)*

*Warning/moved in class
     
         *Email and/or call to parents 

*Time Out




*Write up/administrative referral 

***If choice of behavior is severe in nature, you will be referred to the administration   

  immediately.

All occurrences will be recorded by the teacher and kept as documentation of interventions taken.  After step 5, parent conference with teacher, student, administrator, and parent should be set up to work on a behavior modification plan.
REWARDS  

Praise of good behavior.


Note or call to parents about good behavior.


Special privileges.


Tangible rewards (homework passes, free time, or other “prizes”).

Your name ___________________________________ 


 
     Date _______________

Ms. Porter
             



     


Class Period _______________

Classroom Procedures Signature Page
I have read this document and understand the policies and procedures of Ms. Porter’s class.  

____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Student Name                   (PRINTED)

Student Signature and Date

____________________________________
____________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name     (PRINTED)

Parent/Guardian Signature and Date


____________________________________
____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name     (PRINTED)

Parent/Guardian Signature and Date


Please print clearly and let me know the best way to contact you. Thank you.
Parent’s address   __________________________  

Parent’s email _____________________

____________________________


_____________________

Parent’s phone number___________________________ Student’s email ___________________________
Any other important information or allergies?____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
Please sign and return this page by Monday.
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