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August 3, 2012

Dear Parents & Students, 


I would like to welcome you to seventh grade Science at Rose Park Math & Science Magnet School.  I am very excited about this school year and hope that you are, also.


The following packet is designed to help me inform you of classroom procedures and policies.  Some papers need to be filled out and/or signed.  I would appreciate it if you could return them as soon as possible.


I have also included a copy of the Tennessee seventh grade science standards.  The standards are created by the state of Tennessee; they explain what each student is expected to know by the time they leave seventh grade.  At the end of the year, the State Standards are assessed on the TCAP.


If you ever have any questions please feel free to contact me here at school or by email.  My email address is karhonda.porter@mnps.org.  My website is http://portersciencerpmm.weebly.com/

Once again, I am very excited about the rest of the year and look forward to getting to know you.










Thank you,










Ka-Rhonda Porter
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We will create and maintain an environment of respect, cooperation, and hard work.  We will also be sure to make science class exciting and FUN!  

Bell work [image: image4.wmf]
Each day, you will enter the classroom, be seated, and begin your bell work as soon as the bell rings (feel free to start early).  Bell work is typically a short assignment on the overhead projector/ chalkboard/desks. It typically includes brain teasers and/or practice test questions.

Heading
All assignments should be labeled with the following information at the top of the paper: 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Name Date

	
	
	
	
	
	Period

	                                    Assignment Title
	
	 


Supplies
You are expected to bring the following to class every day:
1. Textbook/ Folder
2. Pens/ Pencils
CLASSWORK  

Class work is to be completed in class; it is due the day it is assigned- unless permitted.  

Content Review Assignments  

Content Review Assignments will be assigned as needed.  Students are expected to complete any classwork, not completed in class at home—when permitted.

QUIZZES/TESTS  
Quizzes will be given to assess individual standards.

All tests are cumulative and will cover all previously taught material.  Tests may consist of multiple choice, matching, fill in the blank, or essay.

FOLDERS/Spirals  
Students will be expected to keep a folder in which they will keep warm-ups, handouts and lab assignments.  Warm-ups and labs sheets will be fastened in the center brackets, and some completed assignments will be placed in the pockets.  Interactive notebooks are used for class notes as well as for other activities where the student will be asked to express his/her own ideas and process the information presented in class. These spiral notebooks do not leave the classroom!  Folders and spirals will be graded before progress reports and report cards go out.  
PROJECTS  
We will complete many projects in Science this year.  Most projects are completed in groups with requirements being shared and then presented to the class.  It is very important that students work together in order to complete group projects when required. Each student will be held accountable and assessed for certain tasks within the project.

Tardies
Enforced according to school policy.  You are expected to be in class on time. 
Bathroom breaks
Bathroom breaks are a privilege - Violating this privilege by going somewhere other than the restroom, being noisy in the hallway, or taking an unreasonable amount of time will result in a restriction on use of facilities. Each student will be given 4 restroom passes a semester. 
Students w/ special circumstances regarding bathroom breaks must provide a doctor’s note.
Student movement

Please refrain from moving about the room once instructional time has started. You are free to get up to sharpen pencils and get tissues as needed before the tardy bell rings. You must ask permission to use the restroom or move about the room once the class has started.
Participation

Everyone is expected to participate in class.  This includes answering questions, participating in labs, group activities, and anything else in class.
· Listen quietly and respectfully while Ms. Porter and/or another student is talking.

· When asking a question, raise your hand and quietly wait to be called upon.
Class Dismissal
Class is dismissed by the teacher, not a bell.  
The class will be dismissed when all students are seated and quiet.  

Late Work
Enforced according to school policy.  

Absences

If you anticipate being absent (for whatever reason), please come see me in advance.  
Make-up Work
Anything you missed or that you need to do will be detailed in the “Lessons” tab on Ms. Porter’s website.  Extra handouts will be posted on the website and in the classroom. If you know that your child will be missing days ahead of time, let me know and I will try and get their assignments together.   Please, remember it is very important you’re your child be at school; they will be more successful with fewer absences.

Grading Policy
Average of scores from classwork, content review, quizzes, tests, spirals, lab assignments, and projects will determine grades.  Please note that not everything will be given a number grade.  Students will be required to keep up with their own grade in their spiral notebooks.  Report cards and progress reports will be sent home according to the dates on the school calendar.  The grading scale is as follows:

93-100
A

85- 92

B

75- 84

C

70- 74

D

69-  0

F





Classroom Rules
1. Observe safety rules. 

2. Be respectful of people and property.
3. Be on time and bring proper materials/assignments.

4. Maintain academic honesty and integrity.

5. Use appropriate language.
7th & 8th Grade EXPECTATIONS  
1.  Be responsible in all situations
2.  Be respectful of other people and their stuff
3. Be ready to work when class begins

CONSEQUENCES  (If you choose to break the rules)*

*Warning/moved in class
     
         *Email and/or call to parents 
*Time Out




*Write up/administrative referral 

***If choice of behavior is severe in nature, you will be referred to the administration   

  immediately.

All occurrences will be recorded by the teacher and kept as documentation of interventions taken.  After step 5, parent conference with teacher, student, administrator, and parent should be set up to work on a behavior modification plan.
REWARDS  

Praise of good behavior.

Note or call to parents about good behavior.


Special privileges.


Tangible rewards (homework passes, free time, or other “prizes”).

Contacting Ms. Porter 
room: 214 
         phone: (615) 291-6405        e-mail: karhonda.porter@mnps.org
We will have a wonderful time in science class, and I look forward to getting to know each and every one of you!

After reading the classroom procedures, please sign, have your parents sign, and turn in the signature page as soon as possible. Thank you (
Your name _______________ 


Date _______________
Ms. Porter
             



     Period _______________

Classroom Procedures Signature Page
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I have read this document and understand the policies and procedures of Ms. Porter’s class.  

____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Student Name                   (PRINTED)

Student Signature and Date

____________________________________
____________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name     (PRINTED)

Parent/Guardian Signature and Date


Please print clearly and let me know the best way to contact you. Thank you.

Parent’s address   __________________________  Parent’s email _____________________

____________________________

_____________________

Parent’s phone number___________________________ Student’s email ___________________________
Please sign and return this page by Monday.


